Tornado, May 4, 1998
Fact Sheet

e The National Weather Service reported a funnel cloud near
Sunnyvale and Cupertino at 4:30 PM

e The funnel cloud touched down at Bernardo Avenue and
Remington Drive on at approximately 4:35 PM

e The tornado was classified as F2 on the Fujita Scale

e Injuries: One minor, refused medical attention

o Fatalities: None

¢ Homes Damaged: 61 (6 homes severely damaged)

e Damage Estimate: $500,000

e Debris Removal: 635 yards of debris removed (80
truckloads)

30 street trees removed

12 trees removed from Congregational
Community Church property

e Shelter: One voucher issued for housing
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Sunnyvale Weather Takes a Turn for the Worse

On Tuesday, May 4, 1998, at 4:30 PM, the National Weather Service reported a funnel
cloud near the Cities of Sunnyvale and Cupertino. The tornado proceeded to touch
down in the Remington Drive/Bernardo Avenue area of Sunnyvale at speeds between
50 and 75 mph, according to National Weather Service estimates.

Our first Department of Public Safety (DPS) Officers arrived at the scene and
discovered damage to numerous homes and the Congregational Community Church.
Officers also discovered trees and power lines down, damaged vehicles, and debris
scattered throughout various streets. DPS requested additional assistance from patrol,
fire, and the Public Works Department. A house to house search ensued for victims and
hazards.

Traffic control was set up and the area closed to everyone but residents and emergency
workers. A command post was established by Fire personnel at the corner of
Remington Drive and Bernardo Avenue to coordinate response efforts. The search for
victims and hazards was then expanded to include adjacent streets. Fortunately, there
was only one minor injury, and no fatalities.

Several agencies responded to the site to assist the City, including PG&E, Pacific Bell,
the Salvation Army, the Santa Clara County Chapter of the American Red Cross, Boy
Scout Troop #444, Tempco Disaster Services, Draeger Construction, and Cenco
Incorporated. Sunnyvale’s Home Depot Store sent a contingent of volunteers with
their own equipment and tools to assist in debris removal. In addition, citizens were
quick to provide food and beverages to their neighbors and work crews.

The Public Safety and Public Works Departments labored throughout the night to
coordinate the clean up activities, which included traffic control, debris removal, and
assisting residents. Thus far, 80 dump truck loads of debris has been removed and
hauled to the SMaRT Station.

City staff resumed storm recovery efforts at 6:00 AM the following day, May 6, 1998,
with special emphasis placed on the dissemination of public information. An information
station was set up at the corner of Remington Drive and Bernardo Avenue to help
answer questions from the neighbors and the media.

Debris removal and clean up continues, while the Trees and Landscape crews plan to
replace trees that were destroyed by the tornado.

An event such as a tornado is never pleasant, but our situation could have been much
worse. Miraculously there were no deaths or injuries and the damage was confined to
one area of the City. This incident demonstrated how well the City and its residents work
together. Furthermore, Sunnyvale’'s ongoing process of planning, preparing and using
established procedures, such as the Incident Command System yielded a rapid, efficient

response.
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What People Said...

‘| have never seen anything like it in my life! We are impressed to death with the
City’s response to this disaster. Everywhere they were sawing, and hammering
and sweeping up debris to make our neighborhood look nice again. It was so
wonderful to see, it made me want to cry. | am so proud to live in Sunnyvale!”

Joan Norman, resident
May 5, 1998

“Please let everyone in Police, Fire and your City crews know how much we
appreciated their assistance during our coverage of the tornado. It is rare for a
City to cooperate with the media to the extent that Sunnyvale did. We are just
out there doing our job like anyone else, and to receive the kind of help we got
from Sunnyvale was just great. We were also impressed with how the City was
helping residents and heard nothing but good things about the City from the
people we interviewed.”

Rigo Chacon, Channel 7 News
May 6, 1998

“You could see it, you could hear it. Like everyone in Kansas says, “it sounded
like a freight train.”

Merle Martin, resident
May 6, 1998

“The shock of a tornado in Sunnyvale was Topic A on Tuesday as neighbors,
City employees and contractors worked to clear debris and make emergency
repairs. People also were uniform in their praise of the City’s and emergency
workers’ response.”

Jim Trotter, San Jose Mercury News
May 6, 1998
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EMERGENCY DISPOSAL

SERVICE
Available 5/5 and 5/6/98

for debris generated by the May 4, 1998 TORNADO and
SEVERE WIND EVENT. Please place all storm debris in the
street in piles not larger than 6 feet in diameter and not higher
than 4 feet. Please keep storm drains clear and do not block fire
hydrants. If possible, please break down debris to pieces not
longer than 6 feet. Please move your car off the street to
provide access to the City’s equipment.

The City of Sunnyvale Public Works crews will collect storm
debris Tuesday and Wednesday. If you cannot attend to the
removal of storm debris from your property before 5/6, please
call 730-7415 to make alternate arrangements.

This service 1s limited to storm generated debris only. This
service 1s made available to storm affected properties on
Plymouth, Freestone, Remington, Robin Way, Syracuse,
Rockefeller and Northumberland. The City 1s aware that other
areas, while not damaged by the tornado, may have received
wind carried debris. Please call us to advise whether you need
storm debris removal service. Thank you.
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rips Sunnyvale

B Sudden storm: Valley's
worst blast since 1951.

B Eyewitnesses: Midwest-like
force terrorizes neighborhood.

4:43 p.m.: As funnel cloud ap-
proached Sunnyvale, Michelle Tapia
snapped a Polaroid picture from corner
of El Camino Real and Mary Avenue.

PATRICK TEHAN — MERCURY NEW/S

Residents on Plymouth Drive and Freestone Avenue, above, start cleaning up. Michelle Hobbs, 18, below, is comforted by Kris Van Roo as Deedee Kooman reacts.

‘You could see it,

you could hear it.
Like everyonein

sounded like a

freight train.”’

— Merle Martin,
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Tornado downs trees, raises roofs,
shatters windows but hurts no one

BY FRANK SWEENEY
AND MICHAEL CRONK
Mercury News Stalf Widters

A tomado snaked down from black
clouds and plowed thuwough Sunnyvale on
Monday aflemoon as torrential rain, in-
tense hail and thunderstorms boomed
across the Sania Clara Valley in 2 rare
display of violent Midwest-like weather.

The last twister to cause such damage
in the valley was in 1951, also in Sunny-
vale.

No injuries were reported in Monday’s
stonn, but the twister ripped trees from
the ground, tore roofs from houses, shat-
tered countless windows and sent large
pieces of debris swirling through the air

as it coursed randonuy through a six- to
eight-block area of Sunnyvale's Cherry
Chase neighborhood.

Authorities said at Jeast 50 homes
were damaged.

A small tomado also swept through
Los Altos on Alicia Way, not far from Los
Allos High Schiool about 4:30 pan. Los Al
tos police said one house was damaged
when a tree fell on top of it, and there
was minor damage to fences around the
high school.

About 4,400 Los Altos customers were
left without power when a transformer
was hit by lightning and wires were
knocked down, apparently by a funnel

See TORNADO, Buck Puye
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Sue Lopez hugs her daughter Michelle Hobbs in front of their neighbor's home on Plymouth Drive near av
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cloud, a Pacific Gas & Electric Co.
spokeswoman said. By late evening,
power had been restored to all but
815, said Maureen Bogues.

In Palo Alto, a small twister
touched down east of Highway 101,
near the baylands area, police said.

No injuries were reported in either
city.

The center of destruction was at
Bemardo Avenue and West Reming-
ton Drive, on the western edge of
Sunnyvale near Highway 85. Most of
the damage was in the 1100 blocks of
Remington and Plymouth Drive just
to the north.

At Congregational Community
Church, Renee Olson was teaching a
preschool class of 2- and 3-year-olds
when she saw the funnel cloud.

She described debris swirling
counterclockwise around the funnel
above the tree tops as the twister
ripped redwood trees out by their
roots, shattered church windows and
slammed a rabbit hutch through the
classroom window. One redwood
tree, its trunk four feet thick, toppled
into the back parking lot.

“It looked like a tornado,” said Ol
son, 26, of Sunnyvale. “There's no
doubt in my mind it was a tomado.”

Other witnesses said the tomado
struck without waming at 4:43 p.m.
as the sky turned black. The twister
zigzagged through the neighborhood,
randonly damaging homes and other
property. One resident saw a back-
yard toolshed swirl through the air to
slam into the middle of the sidewalk
on Remington.

“You could see it, you could hear
it. Like everyone in Kansas says, ‘It
sounded like a freight train,’ " said
Merle Martin of Sunnyvale.

"I saw everything coming, just
coniing,” said Beverley Johnston. ]
was sure it was gonna hit my house.”
The twister missed.

Gregg Wilson and his wife, Joan,
were out walking when they saw the
cloud spinning with debris Wilson es-
timated rose 1,000 to 1,500 feet into
the air. He said the swirling wind
looked to be about a block in diame-
ter and was traveling in a north to
northwest direction.

Manuela Tucker was home with
her four children, ages 5, 6, 13 and 15,
when the house they're renting at
1115 W. Remington Drive was hit.

“I looked at the window and saw
roofs flying everywhere,” said Tuck-
er, who ushered her kids into a rear

bedrooin.

The thunderstorm cell that
spawned the tomado was one of
several that rumbled through the
Santa Clara Valley and East Bay be-
tween 4 and 5 p.m.

National Weather Service fore-
caster Bob Benjamin said two or
three thunderstorm cells were
clumped closely together over Sun-
nyvale, while a separate cell was
pounding Milpitas and San Jose's
Berryessa district with heavy hail.
Another thunderstorm was hitting
Pleasanton at the same time.

Tomadoes are “fairly infrequent”
in California, Benjamin said, proba-
bly averaging about two a year,
mostly in the Central Valley.

Here's how Monday's twister hap-
pened:

M Ground-level air heated to 70
degrees rose rapidly to nix with
cooler air aloft As the warm air
reached the freezing level — on
Monday a very low 7,500 fect alti-
tude — it condensed into rain, con-
tinued to rise and formed a thunder-
storm cell.

W Eventually the clouds reached a
saturation .point where even the
strong updrafts within the storm cell
could no longer keep the rain and
ice aloft, and it fell in a downpour.

H The cell over Sunnyvale was
strong enough to form a funnel
cloud, an intense rotating column of
air extending from the base of the
thunderstorm cloud. When the fun-
nel cloud touched the ground, it be-
came a tomado. These storms, with
winds of 72 mph to more than 300
mph swirling around their centers,
create violent updrafts within their
funnels.

Clark McDermand of Los Altos, in
his car at llomestead Road and
Highway 9 in Sunnyvale, saw the
funnel cloud forming at the trailing
edge of the passing thunderstorm.”

“You could see the cloud's rota-
tion, and then a little funnel dipping
down,” McDermand said. The whit-
ish-colored funuiel, extending about
300 fect below the black cloud’s
base, persisted for a couple of min-
utes, then disappeared, only to form
again, he said.

A couple of minutes later, it
touched down in the Cherry Chase
neighborhood of Sunnyvale.

The intense force of the wind
peeled off large strips from the red-
tiled roofs of at least eight horues
and a church, splintered fully grown
street trees and launched a large
green trampoline into the air —

]

ﬁt\f‘@_

GARY REYES —MERCURY NEWS

ehicle with its windows smashed out. Dan McQueen, below left, looks at a trampoline that blew into a tree.

Tornado in Sunnyvale

A thunderstorm that moved across
Santa Clara County on Monday
afternoon brought hail and funnel
clouds, with one tornado touching
down in Sunnyvale.

" TORNADO A tornado
< {73 generally occurs
i'/;:" éié;_;m\']g, 90K at the rear of a
‘{; "‘ Bt thunderstorm,
o ‘%G drawing
Y Nt strength from

coig” Warm lront colliding warm
tront Overhead vlew and cold fronts.

Toiichdown

&8
Reas*Ming
; (| Damage was

(-3
2| | caused within a 6-8 7\
@ o/ | block area centered
2/ | on Bernardo Ave. F ]
£ and Remington Dr. || &
] z
9. Sunnyvale %
i inglon Drive | &
o= -
/S San
Fremont NG Jose |
i L L3
[ 0.5kM] “\ Clara Co.
T

. When temperatures vary greatly between the ground and atmosphere, air

rises rapidly, condenses and forms thunderheads. This heated updraft collides
with higher cold air and creates turbulent winds. The winds are forced into
a violent upward spin. A vortex or funnel forms as the twisting air speeds up.

As the funnel moves downward, it can
bring along the cloud's water vapor,
making it visible. As long as the vortex
remains in the
air, it is a funnel
cloud. If the
vortex touches
the ground, it is
called a tornado.
When this
L happens, dust
m and debris are
pulled up into

Tornado  § the air. The

l

-

Funnel
cloud

~ 0 Cap i .-
o Ol?d d Anvil

W W

. ML
‘ 0 }: Cold alr
’ﬁ(wnex
T BEL

) SN
e \ < Updraft
Rain »

* presence of a debris cloud beneath a thunderstorm
is all that is needed lo confirm the presence of a tornado,
even if the funnel itself is not visible.

Sources: Knight Ridder news service, Associated Press and news reports

where it lodged in the limbs of one
tree — a good 50 feet or more above
the street below.

From the air, it appeared as if
nost of the damage was concentrat-
ed within a few blocks — yet there
appeared to be damage in other scat-
tered spots, including a partially
crushed roof on a home nearly a
quarter mile to the southwest.

By 7 p.m., honieowners and work
crews had spread blue tarps over
some of the damaged roofs. Police
closed off the streets in the main
damage area, but dozens of residents
and cleanup workers swarmed like
ants over the damaged area — saw-
ing up downed trees and clearing
away debris.

Monday's twister wasn't the first
in Sunnyvale. A tomado touched
down in the South Bay on Jan. 11,
1951, wreaking hundreds of thou-

MERCURY NEWS

sands of dollars of damage in parts of
Mountain View, Sunnyvale and San
Jose.

According to accounts published
at the time in the San Jose News, the
“cyclonic winds"” tore off roofs, blew
off windows, uprooted trees and
broke off power and telephone lines
throughout the area.

Touching down first in Los Altos,
the 1951 twister flattened six small
apartients in the Mountain View ar-
ea, damaged industrial plants and
businesses and hores in Sunnyvale,
and plowed through roof tops, trees
and utility poles in San Jose.

Miraculously, and much like Mon-
day's tomado, no injuries were re-
ported.

Mercury News staffwriters Lori
Aratany, Brandon Batley and Tracy
Seipel contributed to this report.
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k! looked at the window and saw roofs
fiying everywhere. 9

— Manuela Tucker
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Neighbors pitch
into cover the
tornado-dam-
aged roof onthe
Van Roo house
on Plymouth
Drive in Sunny-
vale.

EUGENE LOUIE —
MERCURY NEWS
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Most of the roof of the garage is missing or damaged ar the Kimura family’s home on Remington Drive.

Hit and Run

Freak tornado injures no one, but leaves hehind costly damage

By JUSTIN BERTON
and STEVE ENDERS

ob Van Hoy was using his

rototiller to turn soil in his

back yard Monday afternoon,

getting ready to plant a new

patch of tomatocs, when his
wife, Beverly, calledt him inside because
the lightning storm and high winds were
hecoming unnerving,

“As soon as | got inside, it was a hell
of a roar;sounded like a low-flying air-
plane,” said Van Hoy, 72, as he stood
on his front lawn Monday afternoon
clinging to a small piece of his roof 30
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minutes after a tornado raced down
his street, Plymouth Avenue,

From their garage window, the Van
Ioys walched in disbelicf just after
4:40 p.m. as the powerful cloud of
debris and wind hovered perilously
above the two-story house across the
street, blowing out windows and rip-
ping up the roof.

“Then it came back toward us”
Beverly Van Hoy recalled.

As she and her husband back-
pedaled from the window, they let out
a sigh of relief as the mysterious cloud
narrowly missed their modest one-
story home.

“And we thought it was gone,” she
said.

“But I'll be dammed if it didn't come
right back.” she said, snapping her arm
back over her head.

And when it did, the swirling cloud
yanked a tree the size of a school bus
from their front yard five feet into the
air and tossed it 20 yards down the
street.

The wind scooped up their two cars,
a white Honda Civic and a tan Ford
Taurus, and threw them a few feet
from the driveway, setting them down
almost parallel to the sidewalk. The
windows shattered, leaving glass

shards scattered across the pavement.

Within minutes, Bob said, neighbors
were out of their houses patching
roofs and clearing the strewn foliage
from the once-sleepy neighborhood
that resembled the heart of the
Midwest rather than Silicon Vailey.

“I can take the earthquakes™
Beverly said.

“But this,” she added, shrugging her
shoulders.” don't know about this.”

The tornado that ripped through the
southwest Sunnyvale neighborhood
known as Cherry Chase Monday left
up to 50 homes damaged. The freakish
storm also downed power lines and




spawned flash floods in other portions
of the city—at Bernardo and Evelyn,
water reached three-quarters of the
way up motorists’ tires as they sloshed
through the intersection.

Sunnyvale Public Safety Capt. Doug
Lamar said it was too soon to give an
accurate assessment of the cost of the
damages, but added it will likely
exceed $1 million,

Most damage occurred in a three-
square-block area, which included the
1100 blocks of Remington and
Plymouth drives and Bernardo
Avenue. Eight of the homes had “sig-
nificant” structural damage, Lamar
said, and city engineers red-tagged two
houses Monday night, forcing the
owners to find emergency shelter.

Officials at the scene estimated the
tornado lasted nearly 15 minutes, skip-
ping haphazardly over homes in a six-
block areca.

Moments after the tomado dissipated,
a witness called in to KGO Radio and
reported that her daughter had spotted a
trampoline flying through the air; later,
Frecstone Drive neighbors stood gawking
under a two-story-tall tree, its top branch-
cs supporting the 14-foot-wide apparatus
Witnesses at the scene said it flew for scv-
cral blocks a few hundred fect in the air
before landing.

Jane Rendon, who lives in the house
ncarest the tree, said she was sitting in
the garage spcaking on the tclephone
with her mother when the storm hit.

“The garage door was open and I told
my mom, ‘The wind is really picking
up!” My husband got here and we kept
trying to close the garage door and the
wind kept opening it up,” said Rendon.
“There was hail the size of dimes com-
ing down after the wind stopped.”

Also after the wind stopped, she
noticed the trampoline in the tree.

“I've lived here for 30 years and I've
never seen anything like this,” Rendon
said. “We were one of the lucky ones.”

Though the Bay Arca sces one to two

tornadoes each year, the last time a tor-
nado of this magnitude was recorded
was 1951, according to Dan Weygand,
meteorologist with the National
Weather Service in Monterey, Calif.
The 1951 tornado also touched down in
Sunnyvale (see sidebar).

Weygand said on a scale of zero to
five, Monday's tornado registered a
one, which is much less severe than
those typically scen in the Midwest.
He added that the tornado was of
“very short duration” and that a small
area was affected.

Minutes after the tornado disap-
peared, sunshine broke through to reveal
the wreckage left behind. The storm had
blown out windows in cars, knocked
down fences, ripped three-story-tall trees
up by the roots and pulled off large
chunks of roof, leaving debris littered
across the streets and yards.

A mctal traffic sign folded at a 45-
degrec angle, and mangled antennas
leaned awkwardly on the ground. The
owner of a purse, which the tornado
had sucked out of a car, found the bag
five homes away.

Atnearby Cherry Chase Elementary
School, officials reported the swirling
cloud lifted cars from the parking lot
and spun them in different directions.

At the Congregational Community
Church at the corner of Bernardo
Avenue and Remington Drive, bits of
multicolored stained glass filled the
aisles and pews after a tree came crash-
ing through the high-ceilinged windows.
The church also suffered severe roof
damagc.

And on Remington Drive, clean-up
crews found a toolshed in the middie
of the street.

Sunnyvale’s community relations
officer David Vossbrink said as of
Tuesday morning, the affected por-
tivns of Remington and Bernardo
were still closed to traffic, but would
likely be open by late afternoon.

“People that have been inconve-

nienced and are hurt by their property
losses, they're our first priority,” he
said.

He said that the city has established
an information station in the neighbor-
hood to help answer questions that
neighbors may have on damaged prop-
erty. Vossbrink said that no declaration
of disaster has been issucd and proba-
bly will not be issued.

On early Tuesday afternoon,
Vossbrink said a representative from
the state's Office of Emergency
Services was en route to Sunnyvale.

“For us it’s a major emergency, but
we were able to handle it with our reg-
ular resources,” he said. He recom-
mended that families with damaged
property contact their regular insur-
ance providers to get information on
monetary assistance.

City officials were still canvassing
the area Tuesday afternoon, assessing
the extent of the damage and attempt-
ing to provide help to those in need.

Witnesses in the ncighborhood said
the tornado was preceded by heavy
rain, hard hail showers and pitch-black
clouds that blanketed the sky.

As the winds picked up and the rain
cleared, a magnificent rumble thun-
dered through the neighborhood and a
swirling cloud appeared.

“I saw the dust and heard the wind.”
said 12-year-old Eric Bautista, who was
doing his science homework with
friend Jenny Williams, 13, from
Sunnyvale Middle School, when the
gusting cloud appeared.

“I banged on the (bathroom) door,”
said Bautista, who was wearing a Hard
Rock Cafe T-shirt, still soaked from the
rain. “Jenny, Jenny! There’s a tornado!™

While some watched in shock, others
were quick to take action.

Ray Jiminer, a constructios woik-
er and Sunnyvale resident, was dri-
ving north on Hollenbeck Road as
he watched the tornado take form
from the blackened clouds.
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Sunnyvale
digs out from
twister debris

Bill Van Roo, at left, a resident of Sunnyvale’s Plymouth Drive
phones his insurance agent Tuesday morning after covering his
bathroom roof overnight with a tarp. Above, a backhoe operator
waves off two Sunnyvale residents who were attempting to place
aTV antennain a wood pile Tuesday on Remington Drive.

About 50 homes are damaged

by high winds — 10 severely

BY MICHAEL CRONK
Mercury News StalT Writer

South Bay residents cleaned up Tuesday in
the aftermath of a freak tornado while much
of California continued to be battered by El
Nifo-fueled high winds and heavy rains.

Stormy weather hopscotched across the
Bay Arca and spawned occasional cloud-
bursts that drenched some areas while miss-
ing others.

Driving rain flooded freeways and snarled
traffic. Hit hardest were Highway 237 at
Maude Avenue in Mountain View and at
Great America Parkway in Santa Clara, and
Interstate 680 at Gregory Street in San Jose,
the California Ilighway Patrol reported.

Elsewhere in California, small twisters
touched down in San Luis Obispo, Manhattan
Beach and San Bernardino, uprooting trees
and causing nminor property damage and
power outages.

See TORNADO, Back Page

More Inside

A Sunnyvale
nurse thought she
“was going to die”
when the twister hit,
Jim Trotter writes.
BACK PAGE
Atornado tore
through Sunnyvale
before —in 1951.
BACK PAGE

Forecast

B Mostly cloudy
with showers and a
chance of thunder-
storms; highs mid-
to upper 60s.
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In Sunnyvale, Tuesday's rainfall
was only a minor irritant to resi-
dents of the Cherry Chase neighbor-
hood. With a big hand from city pub-
lic works crews and voluntecrs, res-
idents werc making a speedy
cleanup of debris left when a twister
plowed through late Monday after-
noon, uprooting trees and fences,
breaking windows and ripping off
roofs.

The streets, particularly along the
1100 block of Plymouth and West
Remington drives, were busy with
people camtying pieces of fencing,
roof tiles and other dcbris from
back yards, dumping it at the curb.
Workers driving backhoes and load-
ers scooped up the debris and
dropped it into 10-wheel dump
trucks. In the trees, chain saws
buzzed and dangling limbs fell.

The parking lot of Congregational
Community Church, which less than
24 hours before was covered with
fallen trees, had been cleared and
swept by midday Tuesday. Tarps
covered the houses with damaged
roofs, and smashed garage doors
and broken windows had becn
boarded up.

“Last night it looked really bad,
but today is a new day,” said Merle
Martin, a Remington Drive resident.
“It looks so much better.”

About 50 homes were damaged
by the twister. Ten of them sus-
tained severe damage.

The National Weather Service, af-
ter surveying damage in the area
where Monday’s tornado touched
down in Sunnyvale, estimated its
winds at 50 to 75 mph, relatively
wealk as tormadoes go. That put its
strength between FO and F1 on the
Fujita tornado scale of FO to F5,
which ranks twisters by their wind

speed and damage. An F5 tornado,
by comparison, would have winds in
excess of 261 mph.

Residents said that while the tor-
nado is something they'll never for-
get, what will really stay with them
is the way everyonc joined in to help

one another.

The worst damage

- More than 50 Sunnyvale homes were

damaged in Monday's tornado. Among
the hardest hit were homes and a
church near Plymouth Drive, West
Remington Drive and South Bernardo
Avenue.
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“People have been coming in and
helping,” said Bob Van Hoy, whose
home on Plymouth Drive was dam-
aged. “This has been traumatic, but
it's not a catastrophe. [ look at it as
just another challenge in life.”

Among those helping were a

group from the Abundant Life As-

sembly of God Church in Cupertino.

“We're a part of a prayer chain,”
said Tom Conlee, 27, whose arms
and shirt were smeared with red-
wood stain, "¢ 've been using chain
saws 1o cut trees that have fallen
and carrying out all kinds of fenc-
ing.”

The Red Cross and Salvation Ar-
my were on hand providing food
and beverages to those cleaning up
the area.

Cleanup efforts also continued
Tuesctay in adjacent Los Altos,
where there also was damage from
high winds. B

Karl and Kathy Townsend stared
up-at their shingted roof as workers
removed a: huge pine tree that
crashed on:top of their Alicia Ave-
nuc home. They stayed in a Moun-
tain View hotel Monday evening.

Kathy Townsend is due to give
birth in six wecls, but the young
couple’s bejge, ranch-style home
has been temporarily condemncd:
They won't- be allowed to move
back until holes in . the roof and
structural damage are fixed.

“This will put a damper on
things,” Karl Townsend said. “But
we're in pretty good spirits.”

Tuesday's storm brought prob-
lems throughout the Bay.Area

In Mountain View, fire'officials re-
ceived more- than 50 reports of
flooding and requests-for lielp in a
40-minute period, said office of
emergency services chief J.R. Staf-
ford. e X

Lightning struck a Pacific Gas &
Electric Co. power substation in
Oaldand at 1 p.m. Tuesday, knock-
ing out clectricity to 14,000 homes
and businesses from downtown to
Lake Merrilt for several hours. A si-
multancous lightning strike blacked
out all of the city of Alameda for a
half-hour,

The National Weather Service
says the stormy weather will contin-
ue, with mostly cloudy skies, numer-
ous showers and a chance of more
thunderstorms, in the Santa Clara
Valley today through Friday.

Mercury News staff writers Frank
Sweeney and -Barbara Feder con-
tributed to thisreport. !



’51 twister
wounded
Sunnyvale

Monday’s tornado evokes
bad memories for many

BY TRACY SEIIEL
Mercury News Staff Wnter

The black sky. The fierce wind, The terrilic
roar.

For many Sunnyvale residents, Monday’s
tomado brought back another time when an-
other twister leftits ugly mark ou the city.

IPorty-seven years later, Ted Raess, 77, still
retwembers the scene after a freak early-
niorning tomado sliced through Sunnyvale
on Jan. 11, 1951, scattering debris and de-
struction in its wake.

“It was just, 'Oh my God,'"” said Raess, a
retired engineering manager who now lives
in Santa Rosa. “We'd never seen anything like
it, not in Sunnyvale."

Newspaper accounts reported the twister
touchied down just before 8:30 a.m., with 70-
plus-nph winds leaving a trail of battered
homes, fallen trees, sputlering wires and
damaged industrial plants.

That's where fate — and (he tormado —
found the husband and father of two, right
oulside the Westinghouse Electric Corp.
plant where he worked. Raess had just
parked his "47 gray Nasl and, with briclcase
in hand, was walking toward the building
wiien lie noticed the sky liad turied black.

‘This terrific roar’

*"And this wind came up, and as I was en-
tering . .. I heard this terrific roar. ... It had
ripped out the north end of the building,™ he
said. “And that was a very large building.” 1le
estimated that the wall made of redwood
measured 40 feet high by 200 feet wide.

Raess remembers seciug a stream of 40
machinists and mechanics pouring outside
into the plant's yard, wliere rows of iron and
steel beams served as temporary protection
from the (lying debris. At the tie, the plant
cmployed 2,000 people.

Between pounding rain and blowing wind,
visibility was limited. "It was the darkest rain
cloud you've ever scen,” Raess said. “All [
was thinking was, ‘1I've got (o get out of the
line of trouble.” " '

lie quickly joined the other wen but was
hit on lis right feg by a piece of equiptuent
blown by the wind. “No one was yelling or
screaming — we were too busy looking for a
place for protection outside,” he said.

And then, just a suddenly as it had begun,
it was over.

"It would have been less than five min-
utes,” recalled Raess, who by then had
picked hitnself up and eutered the building to
inspect the damage, Raess headed over to his
second-lloor office and called howne to check
on his wile and two sons, who werce safe.

Enough for one day

Ile was given the rest of the day off. It was
10:30 a.n1,

Across town, Lois Ewbauk’s Iusband had
also rushed home from his job at the Libby's
manufacturing plant to find both his faunily
and his home safe in the twister's aftermath.

“It just happened so fast, and then it was
over,”" Lois Ewbank said. Damage was mini-
mal: a 35-foot avocado tree in the funily's
dek yard was slanuned to the ground, and a
{ow shingies were blown off ihe roof.

At the time, the '51 tornado was estinated
to have done %l million damage. Today, ad-
justed for inflation, that would be $9.7 mil-
fiou.

Ewbank was in the same home when Mon-
day's twister struck.

" thought T left Oklahowa to get away
[rom them,” Ewbank said. “But we dou't
know what Mother Nature will do to us, do
we?”
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Barbara Gamberg, right, gets a hug from friend Barbara Moehrlin in Gamberg's damaged home.

From fear, shock to gra

ARBARA Gamberg was sitting in the faily
B room of lier honte on Sunuyvale's Plymouth

Drive on Monday when the first claps of
thunder rattied tuongh the neighborhiood. The sky
was black and dropping. The wind was blowunb
hard, bending trees and thicatening rain.

Sh(' coutd see her next<door neighbor, Bob Van
1oy, working his garden patch with a rototitler.

Tue llmndcr cane agaiy, louder still. Gamberg
had lost her liusband of 32 years, Bill, 58, just weeks
ago. The unexpected nature of his passing left her
sensilive 1o how suddenly life can change. She
called next doov to ask Bev Van 1oy to get herhus-
bawd, Bob, indoors. With so much thunder, there
had to be lightning somewhere.

Then all hell broke loose.

There was aloud noisc as the 50-foot pinte in front
of her house cracked in hall.

Gaunberg, a nurse at Santa
Clara Valley Medical Center,
hurried through her home clos-
ing windows. But when she got
o her bedroou, she was
stopped in her tracks. The dou-
ble-pane sliding door was buck-
ling inward, and her backyard

"I really had no idea what
was happening,” she said. “I
just wade it back to the hallway
and crouched ina comer. 1
watched uty skylight being tom away inch by inch.
And then when it was ripped about 12 inches on ¢i-
ther side, it lifted straightup.

“FTHOUGIHIT I was going to die. Hhought I was
dead. Ithought aboul my husband. 1 said, ‘Bill;+; . ;
you'reup there with God. You've got to help e~
here.' ™

he worst was quickly over, but not without

another surreal sequence, The foree that lift-

ed the skylight reversed itsell, sucking the
roof composite into the house tirough the hole
where the skylight had been. As Gaunberg walched,
it appeared 1o be raining gravel. The gravel became
big pellets of hail, and finally hard rain.

A tornado had touched down in Swnnyvale.

*1 then realized | was going to live,” she said. "1
Jjuststanted shaking. I thunk 1 was in a littie bit of
shock.”

She put in an emergency page to her daugliter,
Kiwrerr, who works in the district attomey's office.

“She never gives me a 911 page,” Karen Gamberg
siid as we surveyed the danage Lo the family hoie
Tuesday. “T immediately called back, and she said a
tomado had hit. 1 said, 'What?' She said, 'A tomado.'

"I'sadd, *Ol iy God. A tomado! But we live in Cal-
fomia! She said, ' know! In Sunnyvale!" ™

The shock of a tornado in Sunnyvale was Topic A

fence was lifting off the ground.
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Gamberg and daughter Karen rest and walch
workqfts repair the lornado damage.
on ’I\u%day as neighbors, city etployees and con-
tractotg worked to clear debris and make emergen-
cy repAlrs. People also were uniform in their praise
ol the %t\‘y s and emergency workers' response.

tBARA Gamberg said her {riends had

B niadea huge difference.

“My neighbors and friends have been won-
derful," she sitid. “I made three phone ¢alls, and thal
Lumcd into people packing my ‘china, bringing
trucks to take the good furniture out of the house.

dhey were anazing, And lcant Uumk them

cnou;,h

Gamnberg said her initial reaction was to fect con
poundcd grief, to connect the tomado with the loss
of her husband. o

My perspective came back about 2 a.m "she
said. "I realized that these are just things. Shechock
The roof. They're things that can be replaced.”

We made it through the house and were out in
Gamberg's back yard. The barbecue was over in the
m.ighbor s yard, and the palio furniture was stilt
nissing. “Look at my litile tomato plants,” she said
They were untouched, aithough their metal cages
were bent at sharp angles.

She then said what everyone saud all up and
down the streets.

Thank God no one was lrUlll(_d.

Thank God.

Werite Jin Trotter at the San Juse Mercury News,’
750 Ridder Park Drive, Sun Jose, Calif. 95190; call
(408) 920-5024, or e-mail to jlrotter@
sjmercury.com .



